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Welcome
Dear guests,
The Texas Campaign extends a warm welcome to all as we are excited to learn, connect, and inspire one another
over the next few days. This event has come a long way over the past 10 years - evolving from a board-led event held
in a room at the State Capitol to one that typically hosts several hundred youth-serving professionals in major cities
throughout Texas. We believe that gathering to learn together like this (even virtually!) ensures constructive dialogue
among partners statewide around teen pregnancy, adolescent sexual health, and effective prevention strategies. We
urge you to use the CVENT platform to not only engage within the learning sessions, but also to engage with each other.
We prioritize training events as one of the four strategies we utilize to achieve our goals - addressing systemic reasons
that teens lack access to resources and supporting direct service providers, building the capacity of adult stakeholders
to empower young Texans. One thing we know for sure is that even the smallest actions are a step in the right direction!
Over the past few years, we have increased efforts to ensure our approach is informed by the priorities of the youth
we serve. This has manifested in several ways, including sharing their experiences in storytelling spotlights, training
youth to ensure their voices are heard, featuring youth presenters at our training events, and offering student
scholarships. You might see examples of those efforts over the next few days, so please join me in making our youth
contributors feel welcome.
We hope you enjoy the programming! We are glad you are here.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
7:00 am - 7:45 am

Self Care Session: Yoga & Meditation

8:00 am - 9:00 am

Exhibitor Hall

9:15 am - 10:45 am

Opening Keynote: Teen Pregnancy - A Black, White & Grey Issue

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

A Seat at Every Table:
Engaging Young People at all
Levels of Sex Ed

Exhibitor Hall

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Findings from an Innovative
Employing a Women’s Health
Program to Prevent Teen
Navigator to Increase Community
Pregnancy in Central Oklahoma
Access at an FQHC

Shut Down but not Shut Out:
Remote Connections During a
Pandemic

Texas Foster Youth Health
Initiative: Working Together to
Improve Sexual Health
Outcomes for Youth

Healthy Texas Women Updates:
Applications, Process, Policy, Oh My!

2:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Exhibitor Hall

2:30 pm - 3:45 pm

Panel Discussion: Say What? Texas Has New Sex Ed Standards

7:00 am - 7:45 am

Self Care Session: Yoga & Meditation

8:00 am - 9:00 am

Exhibitor Hall

9:15 am - 10:30 am Opening Keynote: State of the State - Identifying Systemic Challenges & Ensuring Equitable Access to Services
Award Ceremony

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

10:30 am - 10:45 am

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Using Human Centered Design
During COVID-19: Lessons from
Adolescent Health Professionals

Exhibitor Hall

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Getting Real About Porn:
Emerging Research and
Strategies to Address Young
People’s Pornography Use

2:00 pm - 2:30 pm

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm

Teens’ Access to Confidential
Contraceptive Services in Texas
During the Pandemic

Addressing the Interconnected
Layers of Reproductive Control

Gender Roles, Beliefs and
Adolescent Pregnancy in
Colombia: Implications for
Hispanic Teens in Texas

A Multidisciplinary Approach:
COVID-19, Adolescent Health &
Legal Services
Exhibitor Hall

HIV on the Border:
Addressing Health Disparities

Collaborative for
Youth in Care (CLYC):
Planning for a
Cross-Sector Strategy

TL;DR: Using Technology to
Help Teens Access Family
Planning Services

7:00 am - 7:45 am

Self Care Session: Yoga & Meditation

8:00 am - 9:00 am

Exhibitor Hall

9:15 am - 10:45 am

Opening Keynote: Rethinking Manhood - Engaging Boys and Men as Allies in Healthy Relationships

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

I’m not a Robot: How Planned
Parenthood’s Human-Powered
Chat Service Improves
Access to Healthcare

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

BAE-B-SAFE: Lessons Learned Remote/Virtual Implementation
of Sexual Health Programs

Final Exhibitor Hall

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Applying a Racial Equity Lens to
Teen Pregnancy Prevention

Raising Her Voice - Early
Motherhood Does Not Mean the
End of Her Education Journey

Don’t Read the Comment Section:
Teen Relationships Online

The Innovation Lab:
An Innovation Revolution in
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention

Final Annnouncements and Prizes
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CE Information
Continuing education credit/contact hours for this event
are provided by The Texas Department of State Health
Services, Continuing Education Service and include the
following:

Continuing Medical Education:

This activity has been planned and implemented in
accordance with the accreditation requirements and
policies of the Texas Medical Association (TMA) through
the joint providership of The Texas Department of State
Health Services, Continuing Education Service and The
Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy. The Texas
Department of State Health Services, Continuing Education
Service is accredited by TMA to provide continuing
medical education for physicians.
The Texas Department of State Health Services, Continuing
Education Service designates this live activity for a
maximum of 12.00 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM.
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with
the extent of their participation in the activity.

Continuing Nursing Education:

The Texas Department of State Health Services, Continuing
Education Service is accredited as a provider of continuing
nursing education by the American Nurses Credentialing
Center’s Commission on Accreditation.
The Texas Department of State Health Services, Continuing
Education Service has awarded 12.00 contact hours of
Continuing Nursing Education.

Certified Health Education Specialists:

Sponsored by The Texas Department of State Health
Services, Continuing Education Service, a designated
provider of continuing education contact hours (CECH) in
health education by the National Commission for Health
Education Credentialing, Inc. This program is designated
for Certified Health Education Specialists (CHES®) and/or
Master Certified Health Education Specialists (MCHES®)
to receive up to 13.25 total Category I contact education
contact hours. Maximum advanced-level continuing
education contact hours available are NA.

Certified in Public Health

Up to 13.25 CPH Recertification Credits may be earned at
this event.

Licensed Professional Counselors:

Up to 13.25 LPC hours may be earned at this event.

Licensed Psychologists:

The Texas Department of State Health Services, Continuing
Education Service is approved as a provider of professional
development hours for licensed psychologists, per the
Texas Administrative Code Rule §463.35 (f)(1). The Texas
Department of State Health Services, Continuing Education
Service has awarded 6.50 professional development hours.

Social Workers:

The Texas Department of State Health Services, Continuing
Education Service, the continuing education provider,
ensures that the education provided is directly related
to the practice of social work; and that the individuals
presenting the information have the necessary experience
and knowledge in the topics presented. The Texas
Department of State Health Services, Continuing Education
Service has awarded 13.25 hours of credit.

Certificate of Attendance:

The Texas Department of State Health Services, Continuing
Education Service has designated 13.25 hours for
attendance.

Texas Education Agency - Continuing Professional
Education (CPE):
The Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy is an
approved provider of continuing education credits by
the Texas Education Agency, provider #902-395.
DSHS Community Health Workers - Promotor(a) or
Community Health Worker Training and Certification
Program - Community Health Worker (CHW):
Symposium sessions can apply to non-CHW certified
classes and count toward CHW certification and
renewal. A maximum of 11.50 hours are available if
the entire Symposium is attended. Attendees seeking
continuing education credit must do the following to
complete the CE application:
• Attend every session live.
• Complete an evaluation for every session.
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Sponsors

District XI

1000 Feathers |Adolescent Health Initiative | Every Body Texas | Foundation for Teen Health
Healthy Teen Network | Texas Network of Youth Services (TNOYS)
Texas Women’s Healthcare Coalition | Walmart
Door Prizes Donated by:
Dr. Gary Barker | Healthy Futures of Texas | Nicole Lynn Lewis | NTARUPT
The Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy | YouthToday

Exhibitors
This year’s Symposium features 19 exhibitors in the virtual exhibit hall. At each exhibit booth, you’ll be able
to connect with exhibitors via video chat during the times noted on the schedule (see page 4 of program),
view pre-recorded videos and other materials, and share contact information. Earn points for a chance to
win prizes when you visit exhibit booths and participate in community boards.
Aetna

Superior Health Plan/Centene

AmeriGroup

Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy

Big Decisions

Texas DFPS: Prevention and Early Intervention

EvoFem

Texas is Ready

Healthy Futures of Texas

Texas Women’s Healthcare Coalition

Jane’s Due Process

Texas Youth Action Network

Medicines360/Ella

Texas Youth-Friendly Initiative

Medicines360/Liletta

Young Invincibles

NTARUPT

YouthToday

Project Y.E.S. - UT Teen Health
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Changemaker Award
The Texas Campaign is proud to present Kami Geoffray with the 2021 Changemaker Award.
Kami has spent her career working for access to sexual and reproductive healthcare for all
people. In the five years Kami served at Every Body Texas, most recently as the Chief Executive
Officer, she worked daily for increased access to family planning services.
As the statewide Title X administrator, Every Body Texas supports a network of 36 clinics with
more than 170 clinic sites across Texas. Title X provides confidential family planning services
for low income and uninsured individuals. One of the hallmarks of Title X is that minors
can receive confidential services – a teen can go to a Title X clinic and receive the treatment
and contraception they need without having to worry about their parents finding out. In FY
2019-2020 Title X clinics in the Every Body Texas network served nearly 24,000 clients
19 years old and younger.
Over the last 15 months, Kami led the organization and provider network through the challenges of an unprecedented
global health crisis. This included implementation of remote training and technical assistance to providers and data
collection improvements.
Since leaving Every Body Texas, Kami continues to support access to sexual and reproductive healthcare for all people,
including teens, through her independent consulting work and continues to work towards a world where all people can
access the safe, high-quality, unbiased sexual and reproductive healthcare they want and need.
The Changemaker Award recognizes an exceptional individual who has made remarkable contributions to the fields of
teen pregnancy prevention and adolescent health through service, leadership, advocacy, or research.

Community Partner Award
The 2021 Community Partner award goes to Healthy
Futures of Texas, an organization that has made
tremendous strides in every area that touches the health
and well being of young people in San Antonio and
beyond. They have become a trusted voice in their
community and have worked tirelessly to make a
change statewide - making tremendous contributions to
the revisions of the health education minimum
curriculum standards (TEKS).
Healthy Futures has developed and tested an excellent reproductive health curriculum - Big Decisions and have
spearheaded BAE-B-SAFE, a sexual health curriculum for community colleges. They also do excellent work with youth
on their youth council and often share lessons learned and best practices with partners. Healthy Futures is the home of
the Texas Women’s Healthcare Coalition which works to ensure equitable preventative reproductive health care to all
young women. In short, their work encompasses supporting youth in all the ways they need it - through education, youth
involvement, enhancing the skills of parents and caregivers, advocacy for policy that helps them, and advocacy for
healthcare they deserve.
The Community Partner Award celebrates organizations that are committed to outstanding work in the prevention of
teen pregnancy.

Rising Star Award
The Texas Campaign is proud to present Prince Hayward with our 2021 Rising Star Award. Prince
is a young adult advocate whose positive and negative experiences in the child welfare
system and being homeless have made him into the man he is today. He is an active leader in
the Houston area, a member of two formal young adult advocacy boards (Youth
Collaboratory and National Youth Forum on Homelessness), and an appointed member of the
Texas Department of State Health Services Public Private Partnership Council. Prince regularly
leads trainings on topics such as building trusting relationships with youth to prevent runaways,
debunking myths of human trafficking as it relates to boys and other overlooked populations,
and partnering with youth in care to create normalcy. He also uses his story to advocate for
policy changes and budget increases at the state Capitol and to elevate the experiences and
needs of all systems-involved youth. He has been blessed to overcome the statistics of being
an African American male in and out of various systems as a youth and is a champion for change on all levels for the next
generation.
The Rising Star award recognizes an exceptional individual under the age of 30 who has become an emerging leader in
the field of adolescent health in Texas through service, leadership, advocacy, or research.
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Featured Speakers
Opening Keynote - Monday
Nicole Lynn Lewis | Founder & CEO, Generation Hope
Nicole Lynn Lewis is the founder and Chief Executive Officer of Generation Hope, a nonprofit
organization that surrounds motivated teen parents and their children with the mentors, emotional
support, and financial resources they need to thrive in college and kindergarten, thereby driving a
two-generation solution to poverty. A former teen mother herself who put herself through the College of
William & Mary with her three-month old daughter in tow, Nicole now works every day to change the
statistic that less than 2% of teen mothers will earn their degrees before age 30.
Generation Hope rallies around teen parents to help them earn college degrees and forge a path to
economic opportunity, the organization has recently expanded its work with young parents beyond the Washington
D.C. region by sharing its best practices to help colleges and universities across the country better meet the needs of the
nearly four million parenting students who are working toward their degrees.
Nicole has received various awards, including being named a CNN Hero, she was the national grand prize winner of the
Roslyn S. Jaffe Award, and has been featured on major news outlets including Good Morning America, CNN, NBC Nightly
News, and The Washington Post. She is also a nationally known author and speaker with her most recent book, Labor,
released in Spring 2021.

Opening Keynote - Tuesday
Forrest Alton | President, 1000 Feathers
Forrest Alton has spent 20+ years in the nonprofit and social service sectors in a variety of capacities.
After a decade of service in the C-suite of a highly successful nonprofit organization, Forrest stepped
down to focus his energy on the launch and operations of 1000 Feathers. He made this transition
because he saw a need to improve the social service sector and strategically advance work in
underserved communities. He has committed his life’s work – and the work of 1000 Feathers – to training
and developing leaders; helping organizations think and act more strategically; posing the difficult
questions organizations are afraid to ask; and encouraging big, bold, courageous conversations at all
levels of organizations and throughout communities.
During his tenure as the Chief Executive Officer of the South Carolina Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy (now, Fact
Forward), the organization experienced unprecedented growth and success. That doesn’t happen via random chance,
especially on such a contentious issue, in a conservative, southern state. It happens because of strong vision, strategic
thinking, bold leadership, and certainly a little luck. Forrest currently serves in leadership roles on the boards of Power
to Decide and the University of South Carolina’s Alumni Association. He is a past board chair of Together SC—South
Carolina’s nonprofit, membership organization.
He earned his Master of Public Health from the University of South Carolina’s Arnold School of Public Health, where he
has been recognized with a Young Alumnus of the Year award (2011), and received his Bachelor of Science from Coastal
Carolina University where he was named a Distinguished Alumnus (2009).

Opening Keynote - Wednesday
Gary Barker, PhD | Founder and CEO, Promundo
Gary Barker is a leading global voice in engaging men and boys in advancing gender equality and
positive masculinities. He is the CEO and founder of Promundo, which has worked for 20 years in more
than 40 countries. Beginning in low-income areas of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Promundo’s approaches have
been incorporated into ministries of health and education around the world. Promundo is a Global
Consortium with members in Brazil, the US, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Portugal.
Gary is also co-founder of MenCare, a global campaign working in 45 countries to promote men’s
involvement as caregivers, and co-founder of MenEngage, a global alliance of more than 700 NGOs.
He co-created and leads the International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES), the largest-ever survey of men’s
attitudes and behaviors related to violence, fatherhood, and gender equality. He is a co-author of the 2015 and 2017
State of the World’s Fathers reports.
Gary has advised the UN, the World Bank, numerous national governments, and key international foundations and
corporations on strategies to engage men and boys in promoting gender equality. In 2017 he was named by Apolitical as
one of the 20 most influential people in gender policy around the world. He is an Ashoka Fellow and received the Voices
of Solidarity Award from Vital Voices for his work to engage men for gender equality. He holds a PhD in Developmental
Psychology.
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Featured Speakers
Panel Discussion - Monday
Jen Biudo, Mpaff is a statistics wonk who loves few things more than a good data visualization. She
works to develop evidence-based public policy priorities and foster collaboration with stakeholders
and partners throughout the state. Jen started her career as a small town newspaper reporter and
managing editor and served for five years as a data and budget analyst for the Legislative Budget
Board, focusing on health and human services and public education.
Elisa Brown-Pruett, MD is an associate professor of obstetrics and gynecology at Texas Tech University
Health Science Center in Odessa, Texas. She serves as chair of the Permian Basin Teen Pregnancy
Prevention Coalition, and is a Board member of the Texas Campaign. Dr. Brown-Pruett played a key
role in bringing a more comprehensive sexual education program to Ector County public school
students.
J.R. Chester, CHW is a Project Director at the Texas Campaign, where she supports school districts and
communities with implementation of the newly adopted sexual health TEKS, under the Texas Is Ready
Initiative. She also manages the Texas Youth-Friendly Initiative (TYFI), in which health centers work to
improve service delivery to adolescents. J.R. comes with a decade of experience as a sexual and
repro health educator and community outreach specialist.
Terry Goltz Greenberg, JD is the Founder and CEO of the North Texas Alliance to Reduce Unintended
Pregnancy in Teens (NTARUPT). She led a coalition called S.A.Y. What? (Sound Advice for Youth) which
advocated for comprehensive sex education for the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) and has
been a dedicated and active volunteer working with organizations such as the Human Rights Initiative,
Richardson Independent School District, Vobel Alcove, and Temle Emanu El.
Ann Thanh Phan is a recent high school graduate and co-president of Fort Bend SURF (Students United for
Reproductive Freedom), a youth-led organization that facilitates civic engagement and sex ed in schools.
She helped organize student efforts to advocate in support of stronger standards in sexual education for
students in the public school system. Ann is currently attending Columbia University, majoring in biology,
with a concentration in public health.
Monica Rivera is transitioning into the role of Finance and Administration Director at Healthy Futures of
Texas. Earlier this year, she was the Director of School District Health Initiatives and had the specific
responsibility for spearheading school district inquiries, adoption, and training of Big Decisions throughout
the state of Texas. Monica brings over five years of experience working with urban and rural school districts
and helping them address sexual health education by providing support and continued technical
assistance.
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SESSION TIMES AND DESCRIPTIONS
Monday, September 27, 2021
7:00 AM - 7:45 AM - Self Care Session: Yoga & Meditation
Natalie Martin, Yoga Alliance, Certified Yoga Teacher

Enjoy gentle movement, yoga stretches, breathing exercises and a short meditation to help prepare your body and mind
for the day ahead.

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM - Exhibitor Hall
9:15 AM - 9:30 AM - Welcome/Opening Remarks

Molly Clayton, Executive Director, Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy

9:30 AM - 10:45 AM - Opening Keynote

Teen Pregnancy: A Black, White & Gray Issue
Nicole Lynn Lewis | Generation Hope
This opening keynote will present evidence to debunk myths about teen pregnancy and teen parenting and provide real
examples from the work of Generation Hope, which helps teen parents become college graduates. Nicole will provide
an overview of data points and themes that encourage you to consider the ways that your prevention work, and work
with adolescents has been impacted by race.
Learning Objectives:
• Identify ways that they can provide effective interventions for both teen pregnancy prevention and supporting teens
who have become pregnant.
• Analyze the issue of teen pregnancy through a racial equity lens.

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM - Breakout Sessions
A Seat at Every Table: Engaging Young People at all Levels of Sex Ed

Monica Rivera, Elizabeth Tang, Sophia Montemayor | Healthy Futures of Texas
This session will review both the need and strategies for involving young people in all processes that affect their education
- from design to policy, and community acceptance and adoption to implementation. This session will provide a blueprint
for co-developing sex ed curricula by youth, for youth and involving them in sex ed related advocacy.
Learning Objectives:
• Understand positive youth development principles and how they relate to involving youth in sex ed advocacy and
development
• Acquire effective tools for designing curriculum with young people
• Identify other ways of engaging young people in sexual health curriculum decision-making

Employing a Women’s Health Navigator to Increase Community Access at an FQHC
Emilie Cunningham, PhD, MPH | Heart of Texas Community Health Center
Saira Coronado, LVN | Heart of Texas Community Health Center

Recognizing the barriers to accessing a large multi-site health system, a Central Texas Federally Qualified Health Center
partnered with a local foundation to create a role that serves as the access point between the community and timely,
personalized care. The Women’s Health Navigator role was widely promoted among school districts, family and youth
serving organizations, and other trusted partners in the community as the safe, askable adult who can assist teens in
securing eligibility options and getting established with a doctor, with particular emphasis on avoiding the delays that
often plague health care entry. In addition to sharing the process of launching this new role, the session will include results
of the navigator’s outreach efforts that confirm the position’s sustainability through proactive efforts.
Learning Objectives:
• Describe the process for launching a new position dedicated to preventing teen pregnancy.
• Name two new ideas/sources for community outreach of their adolescent wellness program.
• Identify two new methods of increasing adolescent well visits.
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Monday, September 27, 2021
Findings from an Innovative Program to Prevent Teen Pregnancy in Central Oklahoma
Sonya Panjwani, MPH | Texas A&M University
Sharayah Fore | Thrive OKC

In fall 2018, an innovative, systems-based program, the Central Oklahoma Teen Pregnancy Prevention Collaboration,
was funded by the Office of Population Affairs to expand teen pregnancy prevention efforts in Oklahoma County. The
program brought together organizational stakeholders using a collective impact model with the goal of increasing
community and organizational capacity to support individual-level teen pregnancy prevention initiatives. The goals
of the grant were to understand whether the collective impact model improved collaboration among organizations,
whether the program increased community capacity to implement teen pregnancy prevention initiatives, and identify
barriers or facilitators that affected the delivery of the program.
This presentation will provide insight into how organizational relationships can be leveraged to increase community
capacity to address teen pregnancy in Oklahoma County with a Collective Impact framework. The collective impact
model has proven to be an innovative approach that has allowed the Collaboration to make a difference in the lives of
young people in Oklahoma County and can possibly be replicated in other communities to have a similar impact.
Learning Objectives:
• Name and describe the five key constructs of Collective Impact.
• Discuss the benefits of effective system-level collaboration activities within teen pregnancy prevention and be able to
identify ways they can apply those principles to their initiatives.
• Apply innovative methods to evaluating community-based initiatives that focus on collaborative ideas.

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM - Exhibitor Hall
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM - Breakout Sessions
Shut Down but not Shut Out: Remote Connection During a Pandemic
Elise Schuster | OkaySo

During this time of physical distancing, many organizations are finding it hard to connect in meaningful ways with the
young people they serve. Without the social cues we get in person, it can be hard to build relationships with young
people over text or email that feel authentic and personal. And yet, young people still have a deep need to connect
with the adults they trust.
This session will cover four strategies for improving remote communication with young people to increase engagement
and retention. Utilizing a highly interactive virtual workshop model, participants will have the opportunity to practice
each strategy, culminating in a practice question from a young person to which participants will write an initial response
utilizing all four strategies.
Learning Objectives:
• Recognize why remote communication uses different skills than in-person.
• Name three strategies for increasing trust when communicating remotely.
• Demonstrate an empathetic and youth-friendly response .

Healthy Texas Women Updates: Applications, Process, Policy, Oh My!
Erika Ramirez, MPA | Healthy Futures of Texas

In the past year there have been many changes to the Healthy Texas Women program, which is a state administered
women’s health program serving young women ages 15-17 (with parental consent) and then adult women ages 18-44.
Changes such as the addition of HTW Plus, a new set of limited benefits added to better serve postpartum women and
the 1115 Healthy Texas Women Demonstration Waiver can often be confusing to navigate. In this session, we will provide
an overview of the program, review recent changes that may impact the work you do, and show you how to get answers
to your questions.
Learning Objectives:
• List and describe the policy changes to Healthy Texas Women covered in the presentation.
• Recall how to apply for Healthy Texas Women.
• Name resources for application assistance.
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Monday, September 27, 2021
Texas Foster Youth Health Initiative: Working Together to Improve Sexual Health Outcomes for Youth
Carolina Salmeron, MPH | Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy,
Andrea Requenes | Texas Alliance of Child and Family Services
Barbara Bell, PhD, LPC-AT | The University of Texas at Austin, Texas Institute for Child & Family Wellbeing
Sharon Hoefer, MSSW | The University of Texas at Austin, Texas Institute for Child & Family Wellbeing

This presentation will provide information about the Texas Foster Youth Health Initiative (TFYHI), an ongoing initiative that
brings together child welfare providers and sexual health educators to develop and test interventions that empower
young people to make informed decisions about their sexual health and relationships. The initiative is guided and
informed by two consultant groups: young adults with lived experience in foster care and foster caregivers. Additionally,
stakeholder groups in three communities across the state provide feedback on TFYHI activities.
Learning Objectives:
• Identify challenges and needs in providing sexual health education for youth in foster care, their caregivers, and child
placing organizations.
• Describe elements of a trauma-informed, inclusive, and relationship-focused approach to sexual health education for
youth in foster care.
• Engage with opportunities to support youth in care and foster families in their communities.

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM - Exhibitor Hall
2:30 PM - 3:45 PM
Panel Discussion: Say What? Texas Has New Sex Ed Standards

Monica Rivera | Healthy Futures of Texas
Terry Greenberg, JD | North Texas Alliance to Reduce Unintended Pregnancy in Teens (NTARUPT)
Ann Phan | Students United for Reproductive Freedom (SURF)
Jen Biundo, MPaff | Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy
J.R. Chester | Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy
Dr. Elisa Brown-Pruett | Texas Tech University Health Science Center - Odessa
For the first time in more than two decades, Texas has updated its minimum curriculum standards for sex education. But
what do the changes mean for Texas students, educators, and communities?
In this panel discussion, you will hear from those directly involved in advocacy around the updated standards. An
overview of the updated Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for Health Education standards will be provided,
along with information about how communities and local school districts can support implementation of the new
standards in the 2022-23 school year.
Learning Objectives:
• Recall the changes to the minimum curriculum standards (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, or TEKS) that guide
Health Education in Texas.
• Describe what the changes mean to school districts throughout Texas.
• Identify practices in local school districts to support adoption of sex ed curricula.

Tuesday, September 28, 2021
7:00 AM - 7:45 AM - Self Care Session: Yoga & Meditation
Natalie Martin, Yoga Alliance, Certified Yoga Teacher

Enjoy gentle movement, yoga stretches, breathing exercises and a short meditation to help prepare your body and mind
for the day ahead.

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM - Exhibitor Hall
9:15 AM - 10:30 AM - Opening Keynote
State of the State: Identifying Systemic Challenges and Ensuring Equitable Access to Services
Forrest Alton | 1000 Feathers

Despite declines in the teen birth rate over the last two decades both nationally and in Texas, disparities persist and
rates remain high in many populations and communities. In addition to inequities in the data that have been present for
decades, 2020 has brought new challenges specific to healthcare access in the midst of a pandemic and an increased
attention on the social and reproductive justice issues that disproportionately impact communities of color. To deepen
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Tuesday, September 28, 2021
our understanding of these issues, and the current condition in Texas more broadly, the Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen
Pregnancy conducted a statewide gap analysis in 2020-2021 that will be used to align policy priorities and programming,
address systemic challenges, and ensure equitable access to services and support across the state.
The 1000 Feathers consulting firm led this effort and utilized a series of data collection methods that happened both
in-person (pre-COVID) and virtually (post-COVID). Surveys, listening sessions, and interviews with stakeholders, including
teens, parents, educators, social workers, community leaders, faith leaders, elected officials, academics, providers and
philanthropists all jointly informed the project’s conclusions.
During this session, participants will learn about the research methodology as well as themes and recommendations that
resulted from an intense data collection effort.
Learning Objectives:
• Identify disparities in adolescent sexual health across the state of Texas.
• Name three recommendations for the field moving forward, based on data collected.
• Identify differences for rural/urban areas of Texas in accessing services

10:30-10:45 - Awards Ceremony
Congratulations to our 2021 Texas Campaign Symposium Award recipients! We couldn’t be prouder of the work you do to
support adolescent health outcomes. This year’s honorees include:

Changemaker Award: Kami Geoffray, former CEO, Every Body Texas
Rising Star Award: Prince Hayward, Youth Advocate
Community Partner Award: Healthy Futures of Texas
We invite you to join us for a brief virtual awards ceremony on Tuesday, Sept. 28, immediately following the opening
keynote.

OVER THE PAST 25 YEARS,
METHODIST HEALTHCARE MINISTRIES HAS BEEN
PRIVILEGED TO PARTNER WITH MANY
ORGANIZATIONS IN SUPPORTING RESILIENT
FAMILIES ACROSS OUR STATE WITH LIFE-SAVING
RESOURCES SO THAT ALL CAN THRIVE.
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Tuesday, September 28, 2021
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM - Breakout Sessions
Using Human Centered Design During COVID-19: Lessons from Adolescent Health Professionals
Whitney Garney, PhD, MPH | Texas A&M University
Kelly Wilson, PhD, MEd, CHES | Texas A&M University
Christi Esquivel, PhD, MEd, CHES | Texas A&M University

Over the last 18 months we’ve all experienced challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic, including those working in
development and design for adolescent sexual and reproductive health programs. During this session, participants
will be introduced to a project, Comprehensive Healthcare for Adolescents Initiative (CHAI), and hear about the role
that human centered design is playing in innovative program development. Insights related to sexual and reproductive
healthcare from adolescent healthcare settings will be presented. The session will bring together the project and
considerations on how co-design, even during COVID, impact the design and development of programs.
Learning Objectives:
• Experience at least 2 human centered design activities.
• Analyze ethnography data from adolescent healthcare settings.
• Consider how co-design impacts healthcare programming.

Addressing the Interconnected Layers of Birth Control

Natalie Beck Aguilera, DSW, LCSW-S | St. Edward’s University
Jetonda Green, LMSW, CCHW-I | Cardea
The dynamics of power and control are present throughout reproductive decision making, including on interpersonal,
institutional, and societal levels. Some incidents involve shared power and autonomy over oneself, while others involve
coercion and paternalism. Examples of these include reproductive coercion and coerced reproduction on the micro
level, lack of consent and pleasure-based sexual health education on the mezzo level, and societal laws and norms
that allow these to exist on the macro level. Exploring our understanding and relationship with power is the first step to
empowering those we work with. Alternatives to coercive interactions will be identified, including bystander interventions
and trauma-informed care. This interactive session will start important conversations, to be continued in the communities
in which we practice.
Learning Objectives:
• Identify examples of reproductive decision making control on interpersonal, institutional, and societal levels.
• Identify systemic barriers to embodied adolescent sexual health.
• Identify trauma-informed resources for youth serving agencies.

Teens Access to Confidential Contraceptive Services in Texas During the Pandemic
Rosann Mariappuram | Jane’s Due Process
Graci D’Amore | Jane’s Due Process
Elsa Vizcarra, Brooke Whitfield, Asha Dane’el | Texas Policy Evaluation Project

Access to confidential contraceptive care for young people under the age of 18 in Texas is limited to those who can
access a Title X-funded clinic. While some teens can access prescription methods of birth control via Medicaid, restrictive
state policies and the failure to cover contraception in Texas’ Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) has made it
difficult for minor teens to obtain timely, high quality care. To understand the impacts that limited access to confidential
contraceptive care has on teens in Texas, Jane’s Due Process (JDP) partnered with the Texas Policy Evaluation Project
(TxPEP) to conduct a study assessing teens’ experiences getting contraception. This session will present the findings from
this study.
Learning Objectives:
• Identify barriers to confidential contraception access for teens across Texas.
• Describe laws and policies that restrict confidential contraception access for teens in Texas and how this impacts
access.
• List several ways that youth-serving professionals can better serve teens trying to access confidential contraception.

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM - Exhibitor Hall
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Tuesday, September 28, 2021
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM - Breakout Sessions
Getting Real About Porn: Emerging Research and Strategies to Address Young People’s Pornography Use
Gina Lepore, MEd, Amy Peterson, PhD, MSc | ETR

Young people’s use of pornography has captured the attention of the media, parents, educators, and public health
professionals, driving new research and dialogue on the role of sexually explicit media in young people’s development. In
this workshop, participants will explore a comprehensive synthesis of research on adolescent pornography use, including
its effects on young people, why youth view it, and what youth think about both the benefits and potential harms of
pornography. In addition, participants will reflect on the way values shape our perceptions of adolescent pornography
use and apply the research by considering key strategies and messages for young people and sex educators, including
porn literacy approaches.
Learning Objectives:
• List three research findings related to young people’s pornography use.
• Identify two specific personal values that may influence messages they give to youth about pornography.
• Identify two action items they will take to improve their comfort and skill for addressing pornography with young
people.

A Multidisciplinary Approach: COVID-19, Adolescent Health & Legal Services
Kassandra Gonzales | Manne Family Fellow, Texas Civil Rights Project
Andew Jones, DO, MSGM | People’s Community Clinic

Collaboration to address youth needs during a pandemic has become crucial. This session will explore the how and
why of medical-legal partnerships’ (MLPs) integration of the unique expertise of lawyers into a health care setting has
helped address social determinants of health and disparities underscored by COVID-19. This session will also address how
providers in a school-based clinic work to identify and address adverse childhood experiences for at-risk youth.
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This session is relevant to youth-serving professionals because it will show how health outcomes for at-risk youth are
best improved through this inter-professional collaboration. More specifically, an attorney and nurse practitioner from
a school-based health clinic will explain how social determinants of health have impacted patients during COVID-19
and how the clinic and MLP has worked to address these needs. The session will also explain to youth professionals the
importance of a multidisciplinary approach, and the possible ways it can be replicated in other settings.
Learning Objectives:
• Recognize opportunities for inter-professional collaboration to promote adolescent health.
• Identify health harming legal needs that may be impacting adolescent health in different professional settings and
determine possible opportunities for advocacy work.
• Recognize the importance of school-based health care to addressing social determinants of health

Gender Roles Beliefs and Adolescent Pregnancy in Colombia: Implications for Hispanic Teens in Texas
Monica Alzate, PhD, LCSW | Baylor College of Medicine

In this session, the presenter will provide an overview of recent research that investigated the association between
gender roles beliefs and prevalence and likelihood of experiencing pregnancy among 8,525 adolescents in Colombia
aged 13-19 years-old. The primary outcome of interest was adolescent pregnancy. The results of the study will be
discussed along with what the findings mean for policy and practice for Hispanic adolescents in Texas.
Learning Objectives:
• Identify the gender roles beliefs of Colombian female adolescents and how they impact their reproductive life.
• Recognize the impact (as measured by prevalence and likelihood) of each gender roles belief on adolescent
pregnancy.
• Compare the findings of this gender equity framework study with their own practice experience with Hispanic
adolescents in Texas.

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM - Exhibitor Hall
2:30 PM - 3:30 PM - Breakout Sessions
HIV on the Border: Addressing Health Disparities
Armando Molina | Valley AIDS Council

The session discusses HIV transmission, risk behaviors, and HIV treatment within the context of health disparities in the
Latinx and youth population along the border. Recognition of social and economic factors for people along the border,
especially LGBTQ and undocumented immigrant populations, must underline all HIV prevention methods.
Learning Objectives:
• Identify HIV transmission and how it effects the body.
• Distinguish HIV treatment and HIV prevention methods.
• Recognize social and economical factors towards HIV/AIDS.

TL;DR: Using Technology to Help Teens Access Family Planning Services
Graci D’Amore, Eleanor Grano, Emily Espinosa | Jane’s Due Process

In this session, participants will hear from a youth activist to gain a better understanding of the legal barriers that young
people face when trying to prevent pregnancy in Texas. They will also learn how Jane’s Due Process is supporting teens
navigating these barriers through SMS to increase adolescent access to family planning services.
Facilitators will present a live-demonstration of Jane’s Due Process’s text hotline and share how to support young people
who need to make an appointment for confidential family planning services and what to do if a young person is denied
services. Facilitators will also provide information about referral resources for teens who reside in contraceptive deserts
and how to safety plan around sexual shame.
Learning Objective:
• Gain comprehension of parental consent laws on birth control in Texas
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Wednesday, September 29, 2021
Collaborative for Youth in Care (CLYC): Planning a Cross-Sector Strategy

Victoria Kwentua, MPH, CPH | Unversity of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
Megan Davis | Harris County Youth Collective
Kate Murphy, J.D. | Texans Care for Children
Melissa Peskin, PhD | Unversity of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
The Collaborative for Youth in Care (CLYC) is a collaborative planning group consisting of nine organizations that
have expertise working with youth in the child welfare system (CWS) and the adults that work with them. In this session,
participants will learn about the CLYC project and their strategies to delay pregnancy and support parenting youth with
lived experiences of the CWS. They will hear from the three workgroups of the collaborative to understand how CLYC used
advocacy, workforce development, and research to create a strategy for the partners to pursue together using collective
impact. Participants will review how CLYC helped to support workforce development opportunities for youth with lived
experience, advocacy strategies to improve statewide systems for pregnancy prevention and parenting support around
Texas, and the systematic research approach used to conduct a needs and assets assessment, resulting in proposing
potential implementation approaches to address the issue of teen pregnancy among youth in care.
Learning Objectives:
• Describe the community engagement process via a post-test.
• Recognize how to refine workforce development outside the traditional workforce programming for people with lived
experience via a post-test.
• Define Intervention Mapping and how it can relate to their work via a post-test.

Wednesday, September 29, 2021
7:00 AM - 7:45 AM - Self Care Session: Yoga & Meditation
Natalie Martin, Yoga Alliance, Certified Yoga Teacher

Enjoy gentle movement, yoga stretches, breathing exercises and a short meditation to help prepare your body and mind
for the day ahead.

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM - Exhibitor Hall
9:15 AM - 10:45 AM - Opening Keynote
Rethinking Manhood: Engaging Boys and Men as Allies in Healthy Relationships
Gary Barker, PhD | Promundo

In this keynote session, participants will learn how gender norms, gender power dynamics and salient norms related
to masculinity affect sexual health, relationship dynamics and teen pregnancy. Gary will cover lessons learned and
reflections from Promundo’s US and international experience in engaging young and adult men, including from its
evaluated Manhood 2.0 model. In addition, he will discuss the evaluation of Manhood 2.0 in the US and globally and
provide recommendations on how to engage young men in approaches that are culturally sensitive, intersectional (that
is taking into account issues of poverty and ethnicity in addition to gender) and the importance of viewing young men as
allies rather than from a deficit lens.
Learning Objectives:
• Design gender transformative and evidence-based approaches to engaging young and adult men in sexual health
and teen pregnancy prevention.
• Apply gender-based violence prevention within evidence-based approaches to engaging adult men and younger
men in sexual health programming.

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM - Breakout Sessions
I’m not a Robot: How Planned Parenthood’s Human-Powered Chat Service Improves Access to Healthcare
Katie Wolfe, LMSW | Planned Parenthood of Greater Texas
Myr Olivares-Bonilla, CHW | Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast

The Planned Parenthood Chat/Text program’s trained health educators answer questions from adolescents and young
adults about pregnancy, birth control, emergency contraception, STDs, and abortion in real-time using text or instant
messaging. Chat/Text conversations provide personalized guidance based on each user’s questions and needs, relying
on an evidence-based protocol rooted in behavioral science to help users create a plan to take the next steps to
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improve their health. Users can chat in English, Spanish, or both languages. Chat/Text is the largest service of its kind, with
users from all 50 states and more than one million conversations since it began in 2010.
Join us for this session to learn more about the program, see the intervention in action, and brainstorm ways to connect
the youth you serve with this free, confidential resource.
Learning Objectives:
• Describe Planned Parenthood’s Chat/Text program.
• Explain the science-based program model for Chat/Text.
• List the benefits of promoting Planned Parenthood’s Chat/Text program to teens and young adults.

Applying a Racial Equity Lens to Teen Pregnancy Prevention

Nina Bates, PhD | North Texas Alliance to Reduce Unintended Pregnancy in Teens (NTARUPT)
Terry Greenberg, JD | North Texas Alliance to Reduce Unintended Pregnancy in Teens (NTARUPT)
Joanna Gamez | North Texas Alliance to Reduce Unintended Pregnancy in Teens (NTARUPT)
Over the past year and a half, NTARUPT has had the privilege of participating in the 2019-2020 Cohort of Racial Equity
Now of Dallas Truth and Racial Healing. Through the 14-month program, NTARUPT has done internal goal setting and
analysis of its own mission statement, communications, and has gone through an analysis of how racism has played
a significant role in teen pregnancy prevention. This can be seen in the way teen pregnancy is presented as a cause
of many other problems, and the sometimes shaming way that it blames teens and robs them of their agency. This
workshop will take you through the process of how we have analyzed traditional teen pregnancy prevention attitudes
and communications, and will use both our own examples and those of other organization to engage participants in an
interactive discussion.
Learning Objectives:
• Identify language in both former NTARUPT communications and other teen pregnancy prevention communications
that may ignore or minimize the role that racism has played in the way teen pregnancy and the effects of teen
pregnancy are discussed.
• Identify how teen pregnancy prevention efforts and organizations can incorporate racial equity into dynamic policies
and communications.
• Identify at least three steps needed to incorporate racial equity into both external and internal communications.

BAE-B-SAFE: Lessons Learned - Remote/Virtual Implementation of Sexual Health Programs
Kelsey Olson, M.Ed, CHES | Healthy Futures of Texas
Brooke Becker, CHES | Healthy Futures of Texas

BAE-B-SAFE is a federally funded project serving young adults attending four community colleges in San Antonio, Texas.
The project has successfully provided evidence-based sexual health education programs to students and young adults
for the past four years. A major success of the project has been the development of innovative recruitment and outreach
strategies to meet the needs of this mobile population. The year 2020 brought new challenges and opportunities for
innovation.
This session will present lessons learned from the BAE-B-SAFE team on how they leveraged their experience to effectively
convert and deliver evidence-based programs remotely and on video conferencing platforms; including interactive
applications used, engagement strategies, and effective recruitment and outreach. These strategies can be used by
youth-serving professionals in the current landscape of health education and provide new tools for health educators to
use moving forward as the landscape for programming continues to be fluid to meet the needs of youth.
Learning Objectives:
• Identify innovative uses of interactive applications to expand participant engagement in the virtual implementation
setting.
• Discuss effective trauma informed ways when facilitating and implementing programs virtually or remotely and how to
continue expanding the conversation on clinical linkages in this setting.
• Recognize effective strategies to conduct recruitment and outreach for virtual or remote programming.

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM - Exhibitor Hall
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1:00 PM - 2:30 PM - Breakout Sessions
Raising Her Voice - Early Motherhood Does Not Mean the End of Her Education Journey
Claudia Nolasco-Morales, EdD | Houston Federation of Teachers

Teenage pregnancy and the effects of the transition to early motherhood continue to interrupt the educational success
of thousands of young women in Texas. Problem-solving conversations about meeting the needs of young mothers who
are students do not take place in most social and educational institutions. Thus, many educators and youth-serving
professionals are often unprepared to support this group of students. Because of the public misconception that teen
mothers are irresponsible and lost their potential, many are overlooked and confront discrimination that negatively
affects life outcomes.
The statistics reveal that most young mothers struggle to advance academically as less than 50% graduate from high
school, and less than 3% complete a college degree before their thirtieth birthday. Not surprisingly, everyone expects
young mothers to drop out of school and depend on social assistance for the rest of their lives. However, recent research
findings challenge the common belief that teen mothers are naturally destined to fail and live in poverty. Because most
women who become mothers during their teen years are already at a disadvantage, this session will engage youthserving professionals and educators in problem-solving discussions.
Learning Objectives:
• Recognize their own biases related to early motherhood.
• Identify the academic, physical, and social needs of pregnant and parenting teens.
• Create individual plans to promote the success and well-being of pregnant and parenting teens.

Don’t Read the Comment Section: Teen Relationships Online
Sean Woods, Dallas Area Rape Crisis Center (DARCC)

In a time dominated by physical distancing and online and social media, youth and adolescents face unique
challenges, including tension between identity development and outside limitations on in-person contact. The Dallas
Area Rape Crisis Center presents an overview of teen dating violence, “red flags” and “green flags,” and the social and
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digital landscape feeding teen relationship pressures. We’ll explore the different types of dating violence experienced by
teens as well as the power dynamics at play in online and in-person relationships.
Learning Objectives:
• Describe the scope of student-to-student sexual violence and its relationship to teen pregnancy
• Recognize the behaviors that contribute to online student-to-student sexual violence
• Begin to plan and practice intervention strategies for observed student-to-student sexual violence

The Innovation Lab: An Innovation Revolution in Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention
Sarah Axelson, MSW | Power to Decide, Elise Schuster | OkaySo

Are you tired of doing things “the same old way” in teen pregnancy prevention? Do you find yourself dreaming of doing
something new, even if you don’t know what that new thing is? If so, join us in the Innovation Lab! We’ll share stories and
lessons learned from Innovation Next, a program that supports technology-based innovation in adolescent sexual health.
You’ll learn about our Innovation Next finalists, solutions they have developed, and how they used Human Centered
Design to create a deep understanding of teen experiences. Calling all innovators in adolescent sexual health - this
session is for you!
Learning Objectives:
• Describe the background and purpose of design planning, including how it has been used in the social sector and in
Innovation Next.
• Recognize and explain how the design planning process was used to create an innovative product in the field
(okayso).
• Identify at least three strategies from design planning that can be applied to catalyze innovation in teen pregnancy
prevention work.

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM - Final Announcements and Prizes
It’s a WRAP!
Join us for our closing celebration where we will make final announcements and draw for some fantastic door prizes.
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Breakout Session Presenters
Monica Alzate, PhD, LCSW is an assistant professor at Baylor College of Medicine - Family and Community Medicine
where she provides mental health services to a diverse community of adult and adolescent patients. She is also coinvestigator and director of training of a Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration grant on mental
health awareness where she helps develop and implement curricula to different professionals and the general public.
Her research has focused on women’s reproductive health and rights, adolescent pregnancy, and child welfare.
Sarah Axelson, MSW is the Director of Training and Innovation at Power to Decide, where she combines her passion for
sexual and reproductive health with her commitment to finding innovative ways to improve health outcomes for youth,
families, and communities. Sarah previously served as a federal Project Officer within HHS, as the Director of Training
at ETR, and as a Program Manager at Advocates for Youth. Both a professor and a student at The George Washington
University School of Public Health, she is an Adjunct Faculty member and is currently pursuing her doctorate in Health
Behavior.
Barbara Ball, Ph.D., LPC-AT is a Senior Research Associate at The University of Texas, Texas Institute at Austin, for Child
& Family Wellbeing. Prior to this role, she worked for 15 years at the SAFE Alliance in Austin where she was responsible
for developing program materials, curricula and trainings, and coordinated the evaluation of Expect Respect, a
comprehensive program to reduce dating and sexual violence and promote healthy relationships. Her passion is in
bridging research and practice and in improving systems, including schools, foster care, and mental health to help
children thrive. Barbara earned a Master’s Degree in Art Therapy and a Doctorate in Art Education at New York University.
Nina Bates, PhD is the Director of Programs for North Texas Alliance to Reduce Unintended Pregnancy in Teens (NTARUPT)
where she is responsible for directing all programming, including education and community mobilization efforts.
With a doctorate in Family Studies and Educational Leadership, two Master’s degrees in Educational Psychology and
Community and Population Health Studies, and five years of classroom teaching, she excels at understanding research
and data as well as connecting with students and parents. Nina is a Certified Family Life Educator (CFLE) and holds
a Graduate Academic Certificate in Parent Education, with six years facilitating educational interventions through
volunteerism and partnership with faith-based organizations to reduce incidence of unintended pregnancy among
communities at high risk of teen pregnancy.
Natalie Beck Aguilera, DSW, LCSW-S, MEd earned her Bachelor’s degree from Southwestern University, Master’s degree
in Social Work from The University of Texas, and Doctor of Social Work from The University of Tennessee. She practiced
as a professional social worker for more than 10 years in the fields of juvenile justice, school-based mental health, and
substance use treatment. Natalie’s areas of research interest include family-based treatment for adolescents and
breaking the school-to-prison pipeline. She is currently an Assistant Professor at St. Edward’s University.
Brooke Becker, CHES is a Health Educator for the BAE-B-SAFE project at Healthy Futures of Texas in San Antonio. She
earned her Bachelors in Community Health from Texas A&M University and a Minor in Psychology. She brings a wealth of
experience facilitating interventions through a trauma-informed lens having served youth in crisis and trafficked youth,
and also has experience serving youth abroad. Brooke has delivered programs in various settings, including virtually for
the past nine months, and leverages this expertise to develop new ways to effectively deliver programs while navigating
implementation barriers.
Saira Coronado, LVN is a Licensed Vocational Nurse who recently joined the Heart of Texas Community Health Center as
the Women’s Health Navigator. She has a passion for promoting adolescent health that is centered around the individual.
Emilie Cunningham, PhD, MPH serves as the Director of Programs for Women and Children at the Heart of Texas
Community Health Center. Her role seeks to address health disparities by improving access to timely care and education
at every reproductive stage - from preconception through the postpartum periods. She has a Doctorate in Health
Promotion and a Master of Public Health, both from Baylor University, and still practices as a Certified Lactation Counselor
and Certified Childbirth Educator.
Graci D’Amore (she/her) joined Jane’s Due Process in May 2019 and currently serves as the Program & Operations
Coordinator. Prior to joining JDP, Graci worked to empower survivors of abuse at the National Domestic Violence Hotline
as a Digital Services Advocate. Her experience as a Patient Advocate at Austin Women’s Health Center furthered her
passion for reproductive justice. She has had a long time passion for supporting and advocating for the rights of others;
including the rights of sex workers. Graci earned her Bachelors of Social Work from the University of Kansas.
Asha Dane’el is the Director of Community Engagement at Texas Policy Evaluation Project (TxPEP). She leads and
develops initiatives to connect TxPEP with community organizations and coalitions that are working on reproductive
health and justice initiatives. Asha holds master’s degrees in Public Affairs and Social Work and bachelor’s degrees
in Social Work and Women & Gender Studies, all from The University of Texas at Austin. Her thesis focused on Texas’
implementation of the Affordable Care Act.
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Megan Elizabeth Davis is the Systems Integration Director for the Collective Action For Youth (CA4Y), formerly known as
the Harris County Youth Collective. She is responsible for overseeing the implementation of Harris County’s Dual Status
Youth Practice Model in close coordination with the Department of Family and Protective Services and Harris County
Juvenile Probation. She leads various working groups amongst local child-placing agencies to build capacity for youth
with complex needs. She is also the lead trainer on implementing the Model and uses a strengths-based framework for
supporting dual-status youth and families. Megan uses tools of graphic facilitation and visual data sharing to help to
understand our work. Before CA4Y, Megan worked for the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services for seven
years in various roles, including Investigator, Child Fatality Worker, Supervisor, and Family Group Facilitator. Megan holds a
Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice from Sam Houston State University.
Emily Espinosa (she/her) is currently a Research & Data Analyst Intern with Jane’s Due Process and has been a Peer
Support Leader since 2018. She has experience advocating for minor’s reproductive rights at the Texas Capitol, with
the intention to give back to the organization that helped her get through her own situation. She also teaches prekindergarten at KIPP Shine Prep, as she has a passion for helping and supporting others.
Christi Esquivel, MEd, PhD is a Postdoctoral Research Associate at Texas A&M University, focusing on adolescent sexual
health and innovative program development. Christi’s research experience focuses on adolescent health program
design, implementation, and evaluation. She has participated in professional development trainings in human
centered design, systems thinking and methodologies, effective pedagogy and instruction, and data collection/
analysis techniques. She also has several years of experience facilitating trainings and implementing health education
programs. Her expertise in evidence-based programs and adolescent health programming serves her well in helping sites
successfully implement and evaluate youth-based programs.
Sharayah Fore earned a Master’s Degree in Experimental Psychology with an emphasis on statistics and automoticity
from the University of Central Oklahoma. She has worked with both public and private organizations around a variety of
health-related data including chronic disease, healthcare systems, preventative care, and maternal and child health.
She currently works in the nonprofit sector at Thrive, Inc. in Oklahoma as their Director of Data and Evaluation.
Joanna Gamez is the Director of Marketing at the North Texas Alliance to Reduce Unintended Pregnancy in Teens
(NTARUPT) where she develops and implements marketing campaigns, grassroots projects, and communications for
internal and external audiences. Prior to joining the organization, she worked for 13 years at Empresas Polar, the largest
private company in Venezuela. Her master’s degree in marketing and multicultural training, especially in Latin markets
with scarce resources, which are going through important crisis situations, allows her to design effective tactics to reach
a population with a very high level of diversification. She is responsible for the strategic design and execution of the
marketing plan for NTARUPT and its teen pregnancy prevention public awareness campaign, Talk About It Dallas.
Whitney Garney, PhD, MPH is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Health and Kinesiology at Texas A&M University
and the Principal Investigator of the CHESS Lab. Her expertise is in community-based research and evaluation, with an
emphasis in ecological and systems approaches to public health problems. Her training is in research methods and
ecological levels of analysis, including network, policy, and environmental determinants, which allows her to design
and conduct studies aimed at a variety of public health problems. Her research has examined community-based
approaches to cardiovascular disease prevention, teenage pregnancy prevention, maternal and child health, smoking
cessation, access to mental health services, and physical activity in rural communities.
Eleanor Genevieve Grano (she/her) joined Jane’s Due Process as the Community Outreach and Youth Engagement
Coordinator in June 2018. Prior to joining Jane’s Due Process, Eleanor educated young people on healthy relationships
and intimate partner violence as a Bilingual Digital Advocate at the National Domestic Violence Hotline & loveisrespect,
where she helped pilot their Spanish language chat platform. Eleanor is a NARAL Pro-Choice Texas Next Generation
Fellow and a volunteer for Lilith Fund for Reproductive Equity’s Spanish hotline. She studied Neuroscience and Jewish
Studies at Smith College.
Jetonda Green, LMSW, CCHW-I is an innovative and strategic health educator addressing behavioral health disparities
related to substance use, sexual risk behaviors, and trauma. She currently serves as the Program Director at Cardea.
Kassandra Gonzalez, JD graduated from The University of Texas School of Law with Honors. She was awarded an Equal
Justice Works Fellowship to work with Texas Legal Services Center’s Medical-Legal Partnerships. She worked with People’s
MLP to include pediatric and adolescent-focused legal services that improve health. Currently, Kassi is working at Texas
Civil Rights Project to address immigrant rights through impact litigation.
Melanie Harms is a Certified Mindfulness Workplace Facilitator and Yoga Instructor. She provides an environment of trust,
deep self-reflection, and opportunities for emotional growth. Melanie will lead a Breath Awareness Meditation Session
that will include breath work practices you can incorporate into your daily life.
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Sharon Hoefer, MSSW is a Texas Foster Youth Health Initiative (TFYHI) Project Manager at The University of Texas at Austin,
Texas Institute for Child & Family Wellbeing. She has worked directly with survivors of interpersonal violence as a case
manager and support group facilitator, and with children and young adults in a variety of settings including violence
prevention education and social and life skills education. She also has experience coordinating research and program
evaluation related to interpersonal violence and services for survivors. Most recently, Sharon worked collaboratively with
college students to create, coordinate and deliver violence prevention programming and messaging to the UT Austin
campus community. Sharon received a Masters of Science in Social Work, as well as a Bachelors of Social Work and
Bachelors of Arts in Plan II Honors, from UT Austin.
Victoria Kwentua, MPH, CPH is a Louisiana native from Baton Rouge who is passionate about improving maternal
and child health and advocating for educational opportunities. She studied at the Louisiana Scholars College at
Northwestern State University for her Bachelors in Liberal Arts with a concentration in Biomedical Sciences and a minor
in Physical Science. She then attended the University of North Texas Health Science Center in Fort Worth, Texas, for her
Master’s in Public Health, concentrating in Maternal and Child Health. She currently is a Doctoral Graduate Assistant
at The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston. Her goal is to earn a Doctorate in Health Promotion and
Behavioral Sciences, and then teach, and work with organizations seeking to reduce health disparities in these areas for
vulnerable populations.
Gina Lepore, MEd (she/her) is passionate about celebrating and defending human sexual diversity; addressing issues of
social, reproductive, and intimate justice; and ensuring the right of all to enjoy pleasurable, safe, fulfilling relationships
with self and others across the lifespan. She currently divides her professional time between her roles as a Sexual and
Reproductive Health Specialist and Trainer with ETR, an Adjunct Lecturer in Human Sexuality at Cabrillo College, and a
freelance writer and educator. Gina holds a Master of Education with a Human Sexuality focus from Widener University
and a BA in Psychology from UC Santa Cruz. She has more than 25 years’ experience in reproductive and sexual health,
with a background in healthcare, program evaluation, curriculum development, research, education, and training.
Rosann Mariappuram, JD (she/her) is a lawyer and advocate who serves as the Executive Director of Jane’s Due Process.
She is a graduate of The University of Texas School of Law, was a legal intern with Jane’s Due Process and the Center for
Reproductive Rights and served on the boards of the Lilith Fund for Reproductive Equity and NARAL Pro-Choice Texas.
Prior to joining Jane’s Due Process, Rosann was an If/When/How Reproductive Justice Fellow with Surge Reproductive
Justice and Legal Voice in Seattle, WA. Before law school, Rosann worked at the Reproductive Health Access Project
in New York, NY where she helped expand access to contraception, miscarriage care and abortion in primary care
settings. Rosann received her M.A. in international relations from the City College of New York and her B.A. from New York
University. She is originally from Cleveland, OH and is the proud daughter of immigrant parents.
Armando Molina is a native of Brownsville, Texas, where he serves as a Public Health Advocate for the Valley AIDS
Council. He began his work as a Risk Reduction Specialist in 2007, where he obtained first-hand experience providing HIV
prevention. Later he became a CLEAR Coordinator and has continuously worked with patients to increase their quality
of life by providing support and addressing additional issues with gender identity, sexual and mental health. In 2016, he
received the Official TX PrEP Pioneer Award, due to his involvement in establishing the PrEP program within Valley AIDS
Council by DSHS, SFDPH, and DPTC.
Sophia Montemayor (she/her/hers) is the Program Coordinator for Health Education for Healthy Futures of Texas. A San
Antonio native, she is a Public Health graduate from The University of Texas at San Antonio who strives to educate and
empower the youth in San Antonio communities through advocacy and knowledge. By joining the Healthy Futures of
Texas team, her personal passion is becoming her professional ambition. In her free time, Sophia enjoys good food and
spending time with her family, friends, and dog, Meatball.
Kate E. Murphy, JD is a Senior Child Welfare Policy Associate with Texans Care for Children where she leads their work to
keep children safe at home through an effective Child Protective Services (CPS) workforce, prevention services, and other
efforts. Since joining Texans Care for Children in 2016, Kate has played a leading role in proposing and passing legislation
to improve support for pregnant and parenting youth in foster care, among other legislative victories. She serves on the
Texas Supreme Court’s Children’s Commission Collaborative Council and the Steering Committee of the Texas Child
Protection Roundtable. Kate graduated magna cum laude from Austin College with a B.A. in Economics and Political
Science. She earned her law degree from Texas Tech University School of Law.
Claudia J. Nolasco-Morales, EdD has been an educator in the Houston area for more than 20 years, and currently serves
as the Director of Professional Issues for the Houston Federation of Teachers. She graduated from the University of Houston
and Concordia University. Her certifications include Bilingual Education, Special Education, School Administration, and a
Montessori Early Childhood Credential. As a former teen mother, Claudia has a deeper understanding of the issues that
young mothers experience as they navigate multiple roles to achieve better life outcomes.
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Myr Olivares Bonilla, CHW (they/elle; she/ella) is a bilingual health educator at Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast, based
in Houston, Texas. They are a sexual health education content and curriculum advisor and creator. Prior to working with
PPGC, Olivares was a youth representative on the Board of Directors of Profamilias, a community-based organization in
Puerto Rico, that focuses on sexual and reproductive health services and rights, especially for low-income women and
young people. They also served as a youth speaker and advisor for the International Planned Parenthood Federation,
Western Hemisphere Region (IPPF-WHR). Olivares graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism, Foreign Languages,
and Gender and Women Studies from the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras. Their work focuses on providing
educational resources for the Latinx community and individuals, youth, LGBTQIA+ and gender non-conforming folks.
Kelsey Olson, M.Ed, CHES is the Program Coordinator for the BAE-B-SAFE project at Healthy Futures of Texas. Her
experience includes developing implementation models, curriculum adaptation, training and technical assistance, and
developing best practices for program implementation. She has extensive experience implementing evidence-based
programs with diverse populations in a variety of settings and in diverse public health topics.
Sonya Panjwani, MPH possesses a Master’s in Public Health from Texas A&M University and is working toward a PhD in
Health Education. She currently works as a Research Associate at Texas A&M University, Community Health Evaluation
and Systems Science. Sonya is a passionate public health professional with a strong background in program evaluation,
health policy, community-based research, and maternal and child health. Her research areas of interest include systems
approaches to public health; sociocultural context of health; culturally-tailored interventions; and the impact of social,
cultural, and environmental factors on minority health behaviors and outcomes.
Melissa Peskin, PhD is Professor of Health Promotion, Behavioral Science, and Epidemiology at the UTHealth School of
Public Health. She has 20 years of experience developing, implementing, evaluating, and disseminating adolescent
school-based health promotion programs, particularly in the areas of dating violence and sexual health.
Amy Peterson, PhD (she/her/hers) is a Senior Research Associate at ETR where she manages the Kirby Summit, an annual
expert convening focused on fostering collective dialogue on research, programs, and policies to promote the sexual
and reproductive health of young people. She also leads a strategic initiative on health equity centering on ETR’s Health
Equity Framework (HEF), a model that describes the ways health outcomes are influenced by complex interactions
between individuals and their environments. Amy has expertise in the implementation of school-based sexual health
programs and in conducting quantitative and qualitative systematic reviews. She has a PhD and MSc in public health
from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
Erika Ramirez, MPA serves as Policy and Advocacy Director for Healthy Futures of Texas, which advocates at the state
level to ensure all Texas women have access to preventive healthcare, including contraception. She received her
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from The University of Texas in Austin and her Master of Public Administration degree from
the Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and Public Administration at the George Washington University. In her spare
time she volunteers with Jolt to increase civic engagement in the Texas Latino community and is part of the Movement
Mujeres inaugural fellowship cohort, which works to uplift women of color by equipping them with the necessary skills to
take on leadership roles in government and nonprofits.
Andrea Requenes joined the Texas Alliance of Child and Family Services (TACFS) in January 2021 as part of the Learning
and Development team as the Statewide Training Coordinator. Prior to joining TACFS, Andrea worked for 20 years at
Arrow Child & Family Ministries, one of TACFS’s partner child-placing agencies. She began her career as a foster care
caseworker for the Louisiana Department of Social Services. She moved to Texas in 1999 and briefly worked for Tarrant
County Mental Health Mental Retardation but missed foster care so much that she soon jumped at the chance to work for
a child-placing agency. In addition to being trained in various curricula, she is also a Trust-Based Relational Intervention
(TBRI) practitioner through TCU’s Karyn Purvis Institute for Child Development. Andrea obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in
Sociology from McNeese State University in Louisiana.
Carolina Salmeron, MPH is a fierce reproductive health advocate with a strong interest in health care access for
vulnerable populations, particularly youth. She has a Master of Public Health from Johns Hopkins where she specialized
in health in crisis and global health. As a Project Director at the Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy, she leads
two projects targeting youth-in-care, the Houston-based Collaborative for Youth in Care (CLYC) and the statewide Texas
Foster Youth Health Initiative (TFYHI). Prior to joining the Texas Campaign, she served as a Program Officer for the Bill &
Melinda Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health at Johns Hopkins, where she directed multiple projects
and initiatives including a global youth family planning champions project and co-chaired the Youth Subcommittee of
the largest scientific family planning conference in the world.
Elise Schuster, MPH is a sexuality educator with 15 years of experience in pleasure-based sex education and youth
development. They is the co-founder and CEO of okayso, a free online platform that connects young adults with
questions about sex and mental health to experts they can’t reach any other way. Elise has a Masters in Public Health
from Columbia University with a specialization in sexuality and health and spent many years working at Babeland and
The Door - a major youth development agency in New York City.
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E lizabeth Tang is the first-ever Team Lead for the Youth Advocacy Council at Healthy Futures of Texas, and a Youth
Advisory Council (YAC) alum herself. A second-year student at The University of Texas at Austin, this young leader plans
to pursue a career in public health with hopes of being an asset to the community. Elizabeth can be found reading or
playing with her cat when she isn’t working on creating opportunities for equitable sex education.
Elsa Vizcarra is a research associate with the Texas Policy Evaluation Project at The University of Texas at Austin. She has
extensive experience in participant recruitment, data collection, survey development, data management and analysis.
Elsa is committed to ethical research with a cause.
Brooke Whitfield is a PhD student in the Department of Sociology with a specialization in Demography at The University
of Texas. She is currently a trainee in the Population Research Center where she works as a Graduate Research Assistant
on the Texas Policy Evaluation Project (TxPEP) and the Decode Zika project. Prior to her graduate studies, Brooke worked
as a research analyst at Child Trends conducting both quantitative and qualitative research across several randomized
control trial evaluations of teen pregnancy prevention programs.
Kelly Wilson, PhD, MEd, CHES is a Professor and Division Chair in the Department of Health and Kinesiology at Texas A&M
University. Kelly has considerable experience managing school and community-based research and practice related
projects including serving as evaluator or co-evaluator on teen pregnancy prevention projects; developing professional
development for teachers and sexuality educators; developing curricula for dating violence prevention efforts; and
directing local efforts to a federally funded evaluation of teen pregnancy prevention evidence-based programs.
Katie Wolfe, LMSW manages the community health education programs at Planned Parenthood of Greater Texas. In
her work, she focuses on centering BIPOC youth and community voices in innovative sexual and reproductive health
program development, planning, and support. Katie is an alumna of Baylor University, a Licensed Master Social Worker,
and is a trainer and/or facilitator for four evidence based or informed sexual health curricula. She has taught sex
education for a decade and still learns new things every day.
Sean Woods has been the Primary Prevention Coordinator at the Dallas Area Rape Crisis Center (DARCC) since 2017. He
has a BA in Theatre and Dance from The University of Texas at Austin, and has effectively fused his love for public speaking
and acting with his passion for advocating for sexual assault survivors. Sean facilitates trainings to teach high school and
college students about the importance of building safe communities and healthy relationships in an effort to prevent
sexual violence. He is equally committed to helping young adults become “Upstanders” by teaching important socialemotional skills like empathy, conflict resolution, gender equality, and connectedness. Sean serves as an active member
of Dallas College’s Campus Alliance Against Sexual Assault (CAASA), Dallas County’s Domestic Violence Awareness
Coalition (DVAC) Preventioneers Committee, and the Texas Association Against Sexual Assault (TAASA), a statewide
coalition of survivors, advocates, and rape crisis centers.

Page 25

